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 This week’s goal is Portion control

Calories in vs. calories out. That’s how you control your weight, right? Figure out how many calories you need 
each day; look up everything you eat, keep track of all the calories you eat, then figure out how many calories 

you burn each day. It’s simple! Just eat fewer calories than you burn to lose weight.  

Except that counting calories correctly is almost impossible. We overestimate our exercise, and 
underestimate our food intake by as much as 25% on each side! 

 A more accurate (and easier!) way to figure out the portion of food that 
is perfect for YOU is available right in your hands.

1 PALM = 1 serving of 
protein-dense foods 
(meat, fish, eggs, 
cottage cheese and 
greek yogurt). 

1 FIST = 1 serving of 
veggies (broccoli, 
cauliflower, salad, 
spinach etc).

1 CUPPED HAND = 1 
serving of carbohydrate-
dense foods (fruits, 
grains, & starches such 
as potatoes & beans)

1 THUMB = 1 serving 
of fat-dense foods 
(oils, butter, nut 
butters, nuts/seeds). 
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TO BUILD THE PERFECT PLATE: 

The above portions are a terrific starting point. However…

The veggies portion is a starting point. You can really eat unlimited veggies. Veggies are high in vitamins, 
minerals, fiber anti-oxidants and low in calories. You really can’t eat too many veggies!

If you need to eat more because you are larger in stature, are very active or aren’t satisfied after a meal, add 
one more veggie, carb and/or fat serving to 1-2 meals each day. 

If you need to eat less because you are smaller in stature, feel too full or are trying to lose weight, take out 
one serving of carbs and/or fat in 1-2 meals each day. 

Pledge: This week I will Continue to consciously add more fiber to each of my 
meals. I will also use my hand to determine my Portion sizes of each food group. I 
will recognize finding the right portions for my body is a work in progress and I 
will tweak as necessary until i find what works best for me. Most importantly, if 

i fail to consciously add fiber and don’t keep an eye on my portions one day, i 
will realize each meal and each day are a chance to start over.

Men should include: 
2 palm sized portions of protein at each meal
2+ fist sized portions of veggies at each meal
2 cupped hands of carbs at most meals
2 thumbs of fats at most meals 

WOMen should include: 
1 palm sized portion of protein at each meal
1+ fist sized portion of veggies at each meal
1 cupped hand of carbs at most meals
1 thumb of fats at most meals
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